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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

1 . (Currently Amended) An apparatus for connecti ng a longitudinal member 
with a bone portion, comprising: 

[a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion;] 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage, 
the second passage having a horizontal indentation : 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal member and having a radial surface below 
said indentation : and 

a member engaging both the horizontal indentation in the second passage 
and the radial surface of the spacer that applies an axial force to the spacer to 
preventing relative movement between said fastener and said housing and holding 
said longitudinal axis of said fastener in any one of said plurality of desired 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage when 
said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said spacer engages 
said fastener, said fastener and said housing being manually movable relative to 
each other against said force when said longitudinal member is disengaged from 
said spacer and said member applies said force. [; 
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a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer 
and said housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to 
said housing.] 

2. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
member is an axially compressible member is an axial compressible member. 

3. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said member is a 
spring member engaging said housing and said spacer. 

4. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 3 wherein said member includes a 
ring member extending into a groove in said spacer and a groove in said housing. 

5. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member has a 
gap to permit radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member. 

6. (Canceled) 

7. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said ring member is 
arched when said ring member is disengaged from said housing and said spacer. 

8. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said 
fastener includes a first part spherical surface engageable with a part spherical surface of said 
housing. 

9. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 8 wherein said fastener includes a 
second part spherical surface engageable with said spacer. 

10. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 9 wherein said fastener includes a 
surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing. 

11. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 10 wherein said second part 
spherical surface has a diameter smaller than a diameter of said first part spherical surface, said 
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surface engageable with said spacer to limit relative movement between said fastener and said 
housing extending between said first and second part spherical surfaces. 

12. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 wherein said spacer has an 
opening through which a tool extends to engage said fastener when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged from said spacer. 

13. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim I wherein said spacer includes 
slots that receive a tool for inserting said spacer into said housing, 

14. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 1 further 
comprising a longitudinal member and a damni ng mechanism, and wherein said clamping 
mechanism includes a threaded member tbreadably engageable with said housing. 

15. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
engages said longitudinal member to clamp said longitudinal member against said spacer. 

16. (Original) An apparatus as defined in claim 14 wherein said threaded member 
and said housing have a buttress thread. 

17. (Currently Amended) An apparatus for connect ing a longitudinal member 
with a bone portion, comprising: 

a longitudinal mombcr connootablo with a bono portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener bemg positionable in any one of a plurality of 
desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage^ 
the second passage having a horizontal retention structure ; 
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a spring member that applies an axial force preventing relative movement 
between said fastener and said housing and holding said longitudinal axis of said 
fastener in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions relative to said 
longitudinal axis of said second passage, said fastener and said housing being 
manually movable relative to each other against said force when said spring 
member applies said force; and 

a structure havin g a relaxed state and a compressed state and engaging 
both the hor izontal retention structure of the housing and the soring member to 
provide said axial force; said structure being in the compressed state when 
engaging th e housing and the spring member, 

a- olamping mechanism that clamps paid longitudinal memb e r and-sai4 
housing to said fast e ner to provont movom e nt of said faato n or relativ e to said 
housing . 

18. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4-17wherein said 
soring member and s aid structure are separate m embers, member appli e s said axial foroo to said 
spa cer to pr e vent said factonor and said housing from - moving relativ e to oaoh othor. 

19. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4S17 wherein said 
m e mber structure engages a n indentation radially extending aurfaoo on said housing and a 
radially extending surface on said spacer spring member , 

20. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 19 wherein said 
indentation comprises a radially extending surface and wherein said radially extending surface on 
said housing at least partially defines a circumferential groove in said housing, said spring 
member c omprises a radially ■ o?£tonding surfac e on said spneor at loast partially defining a 
circumferen ti a l groove in said spacer. 

21. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 20 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining said a groove in said spacer. 
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22. (Previously presented) An apparatus as defined in claim 4 wherein said 
spacer includes first and second radially extending surfaces and an axially extending surface 
defining said groove in said spacer. 

23. (Currently Amended) An apparatus as defined in claim 4-7 20 wherein said 
spring member applies said axial force to said spacer to prevent said fastener and said housing 
from moving relative to each other. 
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43, (Canceled) 


44. (Canceled) 


45. (Canceled) 


46. (Canceled) 


47. (Currently Amended) 


An apparatus for connecting a longitudinal member 


with a bone portion comprising: 

a longitudinal m e mber conn e otable with a bono portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage, said housing being movable relative to said 
fastener, said longitudinal axis of said second passage being positionable in any 
one of a plurality of desired angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of 
said fastener, the second passage having a horizontal indentation: 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal membe r, the spacer being positioned 
below said horizontal indentation : 

a member that applies engaging both the horizontal indentation and the 
spacer to apply an axial force holding said longitudinal axis of said second 
passage of said housing in any one of said plurality of desired angular positions 
relative to said longitudinal axis of said fastener when said longitudinal member is 
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disengaged from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener 
and said housing being manually movable relative to each other against said force 
when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said spacer and said member 
applies said force?-aad 

a clamping mochaniom that damps said longitudinal member, said Gpaoor 
and said housing to said fastener to provoat - movoment of said housing relativo to 
said fasten e r . 

48. (Allowed) An apparatus comprising: 

a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal member; 

a member that applies a force to prevent relative movement between said 
fastener and said housing when said longitudinal member is disengaged from said 
spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said fastener and said housing being 
manually movable relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal 
member is disengaged from said spacer and said member applies said force; and 

a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer 
and said housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to 
said housing; 
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said member being a spring member engaging said housing and said 
spacer, said member including a ring member extending into a groove in said 
spacer and a groove in said housing; said ring member having a gap to permit 
radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member; 

said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for 
inserting said spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots 
intersecting said groove in said spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said 
spring member to radially contract said spring member into said groove in said 
spacer. 

49. (Currently amended) An apparatus comprising: 

a longitudinal member connectable with a bone portion; 

a fastener having a longitudinal axis and engageable with the bone portion 
to connect said longitudinal member to the bone portion; 

a housing having a first passage configured to receive said longitudinal 
member, said housing having a second passage with a longitudinal axis extending 
transverse to said first passage, said fastener extending through an opening in said 
housing into said second passage and being movable relative to said housing, said 
longitudinal axis of said fastener being positionable in any one of a plurality of 
angular positions relative to said longitudinal axis of said second passage; 

a spacer received in said second passage of said housing and engageable 
with said fastener and said longitudinal member; 

a member including means for applying a force to prevent relative 
movement between said fastener and said housing when said longitudinal member 
is disengaged from said spacer and said spacer engages said fastener, said member 
including means for permitting manual movement of said fastener and said 
housing relative to each other against said force when said longitudinal member is 
disengaged from said spacer and said force is applied; and 
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a clamping mechanism that clamps said longitudinal member, said spacer 
and said housing to said fastener to prevent movement of said fastener relative to 
said housing; 

said member being a spring member engaging said housing and said 
spacer, said member including a ring member extending into a groove in said 
spacer and a groove in said housing, said ring member having a gap to permit 
radial contraction and radial expansion of said ring member; 

said spacer including axially extending slots that receive a tool for 
inserting said spacer and said ring member into said housing, said slots 
intersecting said groove in said spacer to permit engagement of said tool with said 
spring member to radially contract said spring member into said groove in said 
spacer. An apparatuo ao sot forth in claim 1 whoroin ooid housing and said 
fast e ner aro univoraolly pivotabl e r e lativo to oach othor. 
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